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7. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

V@Hiu,aroonridaedherc~miatsofalateci~amtuystooekaodthc 
ruiua of a fulling mill and spring how,  all sited on a 4.6 acre plot of land adjoining SR 608, thc 
former Lexiagtm to Lymbburg tumpikc, in Rockkidge County, Viginia. This dte ia tb. cue of 
tk cnoe extcnrivc holdings m f a k  of tk Jarncs of Alexahr Beg@ o m  of tk earlieat acnltrs in 
this ma. Thc hmc, vernacular in style, is characteristic of early nnal dwellings built by mmof 
subatanoc intb. upper Shcnaodoeh Valley in tk late eighteen otnhlry. It is the best nmaining 
example of rud~  m tbe d c a s t  section of Rockhidge County. 

DETAILED DES-N 
The houac ir rited on tbe side of a lapoil aomc 75 yar& nath of the med It is cn~lnrctcd 

of rough d b a t o m  with a rectangular plan. From thc front (photo 1 .) the house ahows 
he a t k r  with a windowldoor arrangement of three beya. The east and west walls am miid 
with n a a d  chimneys @hoton 2. and 3.) and the roof is simply gabled and of tin. Sacn frau tht 
north (photo 4.) ody tk upper stories arc evident du: to tk g a b  of tk aite. A &at thr& bay 
porch datiug firam the 1900s, covers tk front entrances of tk fist and m u d  storicr. A modern 
addition on tb. cast end of the houclc bhda  well with tk basic arc- and even a m  
a-ate with the past as both the plan of the second flm with a door to tht east, and iron 
bracing hpmta in tk outer mas- indicate that at one tknc one or - tiam additiam had 
becn attached to tk cast wall. 

Tk fmt or lower stcay consists of a single large room with a h n t  entraua only and 
accrsa to tk upper floor by a 1W staircase in the south west comer. Principal feames of intcreat 
m tk large open hearth (photo 5.) along the caat wall and the rough htwn tearno of the ceiling 
(Figme 6.). 'Ihc existing floa is cement over crustrd gravel. 

Thc stcond or main flax features he fhplaas  and cmanccs to tk south (front), nonh 
(rear) and caat (side). The existing plan of two rooms is shown in Fig. 1 ., and tk g c d  
arrangcmcnt dcpiaed in photos 7,8, 9 4  10. Tht ailing hams show some cvidena of a 
pmvious arrangement with a anttr hall, with a single room to the went and two to the cast; 
howem, it is s u m i d  fiwn the hearth arrangement that tk original plan was moat likely for thr& 
roome formed by wwdcnpartitioning within tk ocntral stone structm (scc fig. 2.). 

Thc outa walls of thc interior are plaster laid over the a t o m  cautruction of tk hame 
walls. T k  r a m  to the south east has becn fomvd by a w& partition of wide, siogle 
bead, poplar p l d  rcputcd to bc from tk original constructiun. 

Similarly the interior b s ,  nicely made of light poplar with a six pencl desigr~ arc qmcd 
to be original. (Photo 11 .) A considerable renovation of tk how occumd in 1970 during which 
in addition to the incorpation of modem utilities and tk addition of a new cast wing the cllmnt 
iutcrior amfigmtim war cstabhhd using h d y  cxi~ting materials M appqriate. 

Thc uppa story is &own m plan in fig. 3. It's d g u d o n d a t c e  from tk rcmvatim of 
1970 and gumally M m lmeping with tk baaic of the dwelling. It is rtached by an 
enclosed atair in the NW ccmr of tk main floor (photo 6.). 

Stain at tbc west end of of upper hail lead to a full length attic lit by two small w k h a  at 
citbcr gable cab In it tbe clqrored raftar show a pegged joining of rough hewn btams (Photol2) 
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A schematic view of the house and adjacent ruins is shown in figure 4. In addition to the house 
the property contains two ruins: the stone foundation of a spring house and what is thought to 
have been a fulling mill. The latter is mentioned specifically in Alexander Beggs's will of 1786 
(the f i s t  locally recorded evidence of the house and mill). Traces of a race taken from nearby 
Poagues or Mill Creek to serve the fulling mill are still evident. These ruins are depicted in 
photos 13, 14, and 15. Behind the house, to the west, are earth terraces that may be remnants 
of an early garden layout. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Vieyard Hill is of historical significance as an excellent example of the earliest rural architecture of 

substance in the upper Valley. It is now believed to be the first of the several prospemus plantationhorns that lay 
along the old road (now SR 608) following the first ridge line west of the Blue Ridge. Vineyard Hill is the oldest 
and represents a vernacular style in its stone construction and interior arrangement stemming from the Scotch Irish 
background of the settlers. As such it differs significantly from the style of its early neighbors which being built 
somewhat later in the early years of the nineteenth century are predominantly of brick construction in the I-house 
style. 

While stone construction represented a major advance in the area's material culture, a move away from 
a frontier society towanls a settled agrarian order, early stone dwellings have become very rare in the county. Less 
than :xi eighteenth-century stone houses are thought to remain in Rockbridge County, making Vineyard Hill a 
significant element of the historic landscape. 

The renovation of 1970 has skillfully retained the original character of Vineyard Hill while bringing it up 
to date as a viable residence thereby assuring its preservation for the immediate future. Establishment of landmark 
status at both the state and national levels is seen as a constructive step toward furthering the continued preservation 
of Vineyard Hill as an excellent example of early ~ r a l  architecture in America. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Histay of the property and dwelling bcgina with Alwrandcr Bcggs (sum%knes known as 

Baggs) om of tk cdicst  settlers in this rrgion. Bcggs, prrsumably a Scotsman who joincd thc 
Scotch Irish immigrants to  Amxica in the first Mf of Lhc e i g h d  mtwy is thought to have 
reached rhc valley about 1745. Here he set about establishing himself as a f a .  and seem to 
t~ave prospered as earlv records show him making various land purchaacr to expand his holding8 
md holding public offia as constable. His acquisition of thc propxrty associated with Vincyard 
Hill is ulought to  date Srom 1750 when he reaivcd by patent 150 acrcs aiong Mill Creek. ?hc first 
written record of tk existena of thc sronc h o w  and outbuildings is fd in Beggs' will of 1786 
leaving tk property to his son Thornas. 

Varioua maps and swvcys of the nimtcmth a m t q  in thc Brady family wkction show a 
numbx of outbuildings. very likely farm related adjaant th: stom how.  No significant remaim 
arc t h y  evidcnt and it is locally related that most were dcmolishcdeitbcr by time or incidcnt to the 
general restaration and re furb ihmt  ptrfonncd in 1 %9-71. 

A subqucnt h i s t q  of thc -ship of thc house and immediate property ia p e w  m 
appmdut 1. It semd as a rural dwelling throughout tk nktccnth anttry w i~h  sotm interior 
modif~cationa and c h @ s  to attadrmcntb such as tbc h u  porch and kam side build& wt 
tk basic struaure of the hcusc remained immsng*d 

Originof the m VINEYARD HILL is of wme historical h a g  aa it relater t o w  of 
tk carlieat attcmpto to dm@ viticultun in thc Shcrmndaah Valky. As noted m the chwnology of 
owoaship, in 1863 the Begs's prqmty was aoquind by William Weaw wbo had cst~blirbcd 
himcelf as ooc of tb cormty's leading iduatriaiis~ with his fout&y at Buffalo Forge (ancarly 
Bcgg~ holdink), and war thm wcpanding his pfoprtbr in thc area with iesgcct to both W a g r i c u l h n e  

and faesty (fa chamel). With tb &.cay of tht imn wah following tk. Civil War, WUW 
h c i n t u n c d t o a ~ o f d m m r ~ k i n g c a a r m i c ~ ~ o c r r .  O m o f t h a r e p r o ~ ~ t o  
p ~ d ~ ~ ~ w i r P . A F r m e h  l x d c u h i r t w s a ~ p n d v i n i f i c n  stadrirPporrsddphRdavrra 

. . m ~ a a g t .  ' I h i c i r r h o w n c a r h t r n P p ~ a r F i ~ S . H s l s t b c ~ ~ r m d c r  
c u \ n v l . t u n k t h s 5 7 e a s r ~ t o r h t a r ~ t d h ~ ~ a s h a m .  Boliyfrmily-rhav 



unw mpdmmt of the Interior 
National Park !Servb 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Vinevard H i l l  
8 8 ~ o c k i r i d ~ e  Co. , VA 

Section number - Page - 
that tk effort contirmcd long enough to pmdua a produd considxed suitable for ahipnent to 
B d u x  f a  re.& ttwughFmnch distribution. Rcponcdly the w i a  wan not saleable and tk 
~ u g h i w  effort aam discontirmed Om can not but w o n k  at tk optimim that pmnpted the 
shipping cntcrpriac, and a fuahtr examination of Brady ncads is p k m d  to investigate tk maw 
in some detail. 

Later in tk. 1- the house becam vacant due to a lack of modcmutilitics, but following 
cxtcnsivc renovation in 1970 was again a viable dwelling and m n a b  so today as the mi- of 
Mr. J a m s  M c h  tk. cllmnt o w .  
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VINJXARD HILL 

1 I CHRONOLOGY 

The stono house strnrls on lrnd orncd by :lcxmaer neyes (c~lno DLg&r) ~t 
the tilnu of h i s  clec,til i n  1786. Its tl:,te of construction cannot be 
determined from loca l  rccords (Hockbriago County was formed i n  1770), 
cru the first ynr.r in which tho vlilue of' buildings and ilnprovemonts wi~s  
iden t i f ied  i n  tho county Lc.iid 9ookr; wbs 18k0. Previous t o  thu t ycar,  the 
cs:or:;ctl vuiuo of Alexmeer U eggs' 1.11d h i s  aon Thoaclrl pro,rurty remt.ined 
conathnt. Thin, ~ n d  the primitive s t y l e  i.nd conp-truction of the builning, 
strongly indicutes thut i t  was b u i l t  p r io r  to(1784) . __. the  e a r l i e s t  yerzr f o r  
which land records ure bvcriluble. The following i s  a chronology of 
rol'eroncos t o  Alext~n~lsr Begee r.nd an ubotrhct of ownership following hin 
d@L th. 

lJn te - Dent  - ifef - 
NOV 1750 Jbmee di &rth  Trimble sold Aluxunder Reger (1) 73 

250A on Buffhlo Creek (o t r ibutnry of the ( 2 )  2V1 
North Forr of the JtLmes River) 

1765 ,tlexltnder Rages jw t e n t s  l5Ok an Uill  Creek ( 3 )  351 
(a t r ibu ta ry  of Buf fa10 Creek) 

8 : ogt 1772 Ytilllam Taylor eold ALex~.nder Bc gg8 eOOA ( 1  1 430 
on North JUrer (North YorY of Juaee River) 

7 :Jar 1786 ~ l o x r n d e r  Baggs w i l l  (drtod i d  llov 1785) CB1 254 

J 
$roved. Deviaeu t o  son Thomas the p l ~ n t  
a t ion Alexnndor Buggs then l ived on. 

J Feb 1840 Thwns Beg86 w i l l  -(doted- 3 Jlrn 1655) provud. WB8 325 
Nr i se s  to v u 5 i u s  children the firms they 
then l lved on ~ t d  lends balbnoe t o  wife 

2 ( m  Ann Phi t ley 14 Lyr 17M) t o  be sold a t  
har detrth with proceeds divided. 

1 Jan la& Confinu.$ioaoLu&le by Comissioners b t  DBJJ 253 
auc t ion4  NOV 1854) of l i r l  A ~ Y Y  t o  i;la. 

Rcaver of '~~iTJ .v ided  portion of Thos. Deggsl 
e s h t e  on which h i s  widow rosided t ~ t  her 

Wei.ver@l 15 bpr 1US4 (F i l e  113 - Bundle 572). 
plbt referred t o  i n  thib deed i'lled with t h i s  
cause, ulso new8 fi-- c.yor-udvt. . -  of able &tad 
5 5ct 1854) uucrlblng prorar ty  to include 
atone houtie. 
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1 4  Apr 1087 T i t l e  t o  undivided inturerrts  i n  two trnctn DB55 4qi) 
t o  C. P. t.. Brhdy (31/100) knnie C. Brudy 
(~2/100) 41nd :$rnh E. Lynoh (S7/100) from 
S, H. Lotchor, Comniunioner, conveyed under 
decree in  Chc.ncery cuuse 
r-dmr. ve ?a. Y~ecavertn 
(F i l e  128 - Bundle 398). 

20 Nov 1894 :Wuh E. Lynch bought from C. P. A. & Y. C. DBO1 187 
Brady & Rnnio C. Brtrdy, 1111 j o in t  owners, 
t he i r  i n t e r e s t s  In  Lota 1, 2,  crnd Y, par t  
01' land8 devised by Yh. \Yefiver trnd conveyed 
by C. H. Ltttcl~er, Comiuaioner. 

19 J u l  1901 Mary 1.1. Lemon bought from Sarah I?. & F. 1'. DB31 187 
Lynch 23th being the same &a L o t 1  referred 

Q-231. ?L.t with DW1-181 . h o ~ s  t o  i n  D 
thin l o t .  7 S. I. JoI~nson bought from Ynry I. &I Aildraw .1. 0817 1 Apr PJ04 75 
Lemon 291A 6eing the  nsme t r ~ c t  conveyed i n  _ - ' ' . .... . - DBY1-187. 

1 Jan 19;:;;) J. C. Jo neon bought from S. U. Johnson ( h i s  
1 f i ~ t h u r )  96.24h Pl imt  w i th  deed nhowa stone 

......." house. &- --___ -____. . _ .  .-.. -. 

j-. C. Johnson died. Devised property to  wise KM6. .. .. .- 2 
Fbnnie D. Donald. 

6 E.ug 1~64 Fannie D. Johnnun diod. Duvined property toe 213"' 
niecg Lnnclbell Ctrmden Carr. 

22 Sept I366 Uoncdd H. Cll~yton, Jr. b o u ~ h t ( < l a  from 
/.nnubelL C. Urr. I ' l t t  w i th  deed-"shows - -  " - -  - 1- .-- r t o r~e  houne 

I q.70 . - J,,Cu, J I ) e V I t . , d \  

Ilef erences : 
.(I) Kerrleyls Virainic~ &ontier  F. B. Kegley 
( 2 )  Clrronicleb: of Ura hcotch-Irish Cettlemet~t 

An Vir 'iniu Volume 111, w&rr Chalkley 
extrt.cted from ~ u g u s t a  Courity records) r-- 

(3) A HiatoPy of ~ockb;idne County, Oren P, Uorton 
UB \ t i l l  Book, 1Locrbridfie County Courthouse 
DB b e d  " II n II 
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C3nmielw ofthe Scotch-Irish Smkmnt in Virgnia 
Virginia Fnmtier 

ofRwkbridge CO. 
RockMdasCOMtYRmxda, WiBDOk - 

-Book 
V' i n i p H i p t n i c ~ h C o m d o n , S ~ ~ ~ e y 8 1 - 7 1 o f J a a  
W 3 4.. of Vk.ginip, H i s t a i d  Inventory, Rockbridge Co. 1937 
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v * * * a l l  o f  t h a t  ce; t a i n  t r a c t  o r  lanc!, t o g e t h e r  v i t h  the  

b u i l d i n g s  and improvernenir, t he reon ,  :tnd t h e  ri:-ilts an-' appul tenances 

t he reun to  belonging,  fi.onti.n,? on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Saa t e  Road #608 

i n  Buffalo Ma( l i s te r in1  D i s t r i c t  xr * containin ,?  q ? r o x i n a t e l y  

4 a c r e s ,  more o r  l e s s ,  and bein: ; : d l  o f  a t r a c t  of land o r i g i n a l l y  

c o n t a i n i n g  21.60 a c r c s ,  ieorc  o r  l e s s ,  conveyed un to  tho  p a r t i e s  of  

t .I t ho  first p a t  from Anabcll-e C?d;ltlcn Car r  nnr? husband, by Deed dated 

22 September 1966, of  r eco rd  i n  t h e  Or f i ce  cf t h c  C:erk o f  t h e  C i r c u i t  

, 
9 Co~crt  of Rockbridge County i n  Tlecd - 1300.1: 294 a t  ?age 506, - a f t e r  deduct ing 

t h e  fo l lowing  o u t c o n v e y a ~ c c s :  

1. Deed t o  Jacques F1 T:.~lbot and ?;life, ( lated 0 Ju ly  1969, - conveying Lots "Ffl mc' "GI:, :J: rccurl: In i:c!!~: ~?uo!!. 3117 at i!a,;e 55. 

2. Deed t o  Emmi t t  E a i l  ;!ines, da t ed  9 J u l y  1969, conveying 
11 a c r e s ,  of  r e c o r d  i n  Deed Do04 310 a t  pr,?e 74. 

3 .  Deed t o  Eugene D. Mull an6 wi fe ,  dater! 11 A ~ ~ g u s t ,  1970, 
conveying 1.5 a c r e s ,  of r e c o r d  i n  Deed Book 316 a t  page 1 G 1 .  

4. Deed t o  Stephen V. Vines .and wi fe ,  dc ted  10  Au,p~st  1970, 
c o n v e y b g  1.4 a c r e s  o f  r e c o r d  i n  Deed noo!: 311  a t  pa@ 162. 

5. Deed t o  E r n e s t  B a r n e t t  and w i f e ,  dated 1 5  October, 1370, 
conveying 1 a c r e ,  of  r e c o r d  i n  Deed Book 319 a t  page 305. 

The land h e r e  in convedyd is * desc r ibed  as follows: 
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BSGINNING a t  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  ri:!zt o f  Fray o f  Road i:! 608, 

b e a r i n g  S 54 -00' W 804.5 from a p o i n t  oppos i te  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  of a metal 
c u l v e r t  under Road i!. 608, corner. t o  GlenE C. Johnson, Jr. (Deed aook 224 
at page 1972' I!HENCE N 22 - 44' W 239.3' w i th  l i n e  of Glenn C.  Johneon, Jr, 
t o  a p o i n t ;  THEITCE N79 -24' W 224' w i th  l i n e  of Jacques F. Ta lbo t  t o  a 
p o i n t ;  TI5EECE S 81 -lo! 1.1 75.3 '  t o  a co rne r  f e n c e  pos t  on l i n e  > n t h  E.E. 
Wines; TKENCE S 36 - 50' 71 247.5' wit11 f ence  t.> a co rne r  f ence  ~ o s t  vdth 
l i n e  o f  X.E. ]:Tines; TIE;ITCT: S 1 5  -00' 569.0' wi t11  f c n c c  t o  :I p o i n t  i n  

- .  

t h e  r i g h t  of ~ ~ a y  of R(J~-d 8 608, w i th  l i n e  of :I!:. ::. 'Yines , pass ing  a ,$" 
i r o n  p i p e  by f e n c e  a t  379.0' ( P l a t  Book 2 a t  pa;;c 113 - b e a r i n g  cor rec ted  

i 
_ .-"--.-L-..C 

f o r  & change i n  magnet ic  Cec l i r i a t i on ) ;  TIIII;':CE :i 54 -00' 747.7' along 
r i g h t  of way o~ Zoad # 608, c r o s u i n ~  rn s p r i n c  b m x h  at 11S.7' t o  t i ~ c  Point  

of Beginning.  Magnetic dec1i : la t ion 5 Vest. 

!ibis Deed a130 spec i f i cn l . l y  cor.vc::p!s 1m.to t ' !c  !?azti$ies 0; the 
.? 

LC, :.~:q;; re~;!aj.?~i~ip; z t r i p  of  l&?d scconci ?art, b- i thout  !;azrr?nty of tit' 
or, t h e  s o u t h  i;.ir?e .:f l;t~-i;r C3;l'i # 603, a?? extend.s back i n  

- - 
Sout:lx>,este:].g d i r e c t i o n  t o  +,!:.I? rx.1 e . , t x t c  coliviye:: DY i-ilis ?eed.. 

The proper ty  nominated i s  shown i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  f ragment  of $he 

Rockbridge County t a x  map f o r  t h e  Buf fa lo  D i s t r i c t .  
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Vineyard Hill 
10 15 S e C t i O n n u m b e r  paw- Rockbridge Co., V A  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Whileamidaablylesrthan thsewrrl lnmdredacresoffarmlandof thehtowaa, 
Alnanda &885 the dmipmtd plot of 4 5  acns coincides with the cumnt dad of W p  
and mmim both the dwdhng and site of historical significPnce of this nomination 






